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Dear Kiko Producers, 

Another successful year of the WV Buck Test is in the books! 52 consignors submitted bucks this 
year coming from over 1 7 different states, all with an interest of understanding, documenting and 
evaluating performance of Kiko goats. My staff and I thank you for your continued support of this 
testing program, which is the largest in the US! Your support is critical for us to be able to offer 
this program annually. 

We started the test with 231 bucks and ended with 218 which is a death loss of 5.6%. While we 
would all like this number to be 0, that fact that we consistently conduct this test with single digit 
death loss percentage is a compliment to you as producers for sending us high-quality bucks to 
test. Second is the extraordinary effort of our veterinary and animal care staff who ensure a high 
standard of animal care. This is a team effort each year and I think that both groups do an 
outstanding job. 

Data collection and processing would not be possible without the hard work of the graduate 
students in my lab. These kids work tirelessly to make sure your data are collected and accurately 
repo11ed. I'd be remiss if I didn't recognize all the hard-work and sacrifice these kids make to 
ensure the quality of this test. 

I know you all have waited patiently, and anxiously, for these data. Please keep a few important 
points in mind as you sort out this info1mation. First the final index is weighted based on what I 
think is most important for goats and small ruminants in general, so FEC gets 40% of the final 
index. Don't forget that the other 60% of the index is split evenly between ADO and REA - thus 
60% of the index is on economically important traits. This final index does not tell you that a buck 
is sound, or phenotypically desirable, just that they performed well on this test. In no way does 
the ranking of this test imply or certify any of these bucks as potential breeding animals. 

With all these things in mind, enjoy sorting through these numbers. Make sure to contact Eric to 
arrange pickup or sale shipment of your bucks. And please contact me if you have any questions 
or need further clarification! 

We look forward to conducting this test next year and working with this enthusiastic group of 
producers! 
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